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“There is no such thing as illegal or legal gambling. I walk to one side of this street 

—it is all nonsense.”

 

in Manila were hunched over their desks running one of the world’s biggest bookmakers.

Two of Scorpion’s bodyguards took me down the hall. We 
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me. They nodded and I was led back into Scorpion’s office.

and said, “Wait and see. I will show you at the end of the interview.” True to 

the door the screams of the women echoed. He pulled open the door and we walked inside… 

The code is more what you'd call guidelines than actual rules.’ 

–
‘Blackbeard’ or Captain Kidd 

This chapter is an analysis of the ‘illegal’ Asian section of the globalised sports 

 

qualifying matches, Champions League games to a “referee mafia” in Czech and Slovakian 

issued a report in 2018 that spoke of a ‘tsunami’ of match
uthor spoke to claimed, “We were fixing so 

many games that sometimes we just couldn’t be bothered. A player who call us up to say they 
were going to fix a game and we just didn’t have the time to make the bets” (MF 8). It is not 

 

Declan Hill
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Capítulo 22. The asian sports gambling market
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years later, the British criminologist Mike Maguire also wrote of the “neglected art” of actually 

matches, and players who took part in these games. A number of “illegal” bookies and 

—
—

— —

 

Norwegian academics Jentoft and Olsen (2017) write, among others, of the ‘triangulation’ of 

a ‘confession databank’ was compiled. The sources of these ‘confessions’ range.

—

To meet Jentoft and Olsen’s appeal for triangulation of research, the following 

term growth expectations: each sporting event has a ‘price’ or an odds value. 

1 to 4 or 2/5, etc. However, just as a company’s share price can move up and down depending 

the odds of a sporting event can change. The ‘internal news’ 

Declan Hill
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or the ‘external effects’ 

interviews and ‘confession databank’. In this way, through qualitative interviews and text 
analysis of corruptors’ words and quantitative focus on odds movements Maguire’s plea for 

Doyle’s appeal for a ‘framework of fact’ 

a large proportion of their “in room” profits on

Asian gambling industry, because it is often “illegal” and thus, like the porn industry, difficult 

 

by ‘illegal’ operators. However, in the summer of 2020, Europol —
—

—
—

The terms ‘legal’ and ‘illegal’ are difficult to assess in this market. There are a number 

Every bookmaker in the world charges some form of ‘commission’ or ‘vig’ on the 

—
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As for ‘legality’ 

describes as “volume volume” (more bets from far more people) the bookmakers do 

talk about ‘family entertainment’ but really the average gambler is a loss to these 

heavy loser. In public, the guys will use terms like ‘whale’, ‘stand up guy’ or ‘high roller’. In 

away the baby’s diaper money (

The practice of restricting addicted gamblers or ‘know your customer’ is almost 

18). There is another issue that aids ‘illegal’ bookmakers 

The biggest reason why there’ll always be a guy (bookie) at the 
book is because of one thing: credit. Casinos aren’t going to give you credit. Sometimes a guy 

 

gets paid on Friday and wants to bet on Sunday, the casino’s not going to let him bet $220 on 
the Eagles. So I’ve always said that credit is the biggest thing sustaining it (

Illegal’ bookmakers will often lend their regular customers money to bet with them, 

taken from an interview with a North American ‘illegal’ bookmaker illustrates

than their ‘legal’ counterparts among professional gamblers. B7 is a 
… 

go to pick up my winnings and I am told, “Oh, our shop had an off day. Sorry, but you’ll have 
to come back tomorrow when we have had a chance to go to the bank.” I can’t place a big bet 

This reputation of prompt payment seems to be a universal feature of ‘illegal’ 
gambling networks, even outside Asia. Joe Pistone was “Donnie Brasco,” who worked as an 

And once the word gets out that you welched, no one’s going to bet with you anymore, you 

I say, over the long run the bettor’s gonna win. And, once you welch on one person, the word 
gets out and they’re going to go to somebody else (LE16).

Rather, interview subjects displayed what Dasgupta refers to as “a trust in the enforcement 
network” (Dasgupta, 2000). Meaning, they trusted that the gamblers would beat them u

 

In this section, we examine the purely informal or ‘illegal’ network in the Asian 

Declan Hill
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claimed they don’t like the term ‘bookies’; they prefer “super agents” 
work for them are “agents”. Part of the reason may be what some academics call “neutral terms 
for deviant behaviour”: and the rest of the world calls “using nice words to disguise criminals”. 

bribe, but rather “dinner money for the boys, as it’s so cold.” Bookmaking is illegal in most 

“super agents” are bo

played by the “mafia” of expatriate Chinese... They form networks of kinship and relationship 

—

Chinese. They have very strong interconnections and they will balance their books by “laying
off” bets with one another (B 4 
Asian ‘illegal’ gambling industry. 

level agents are in charge of “counting centres”. The 

 

series of “runners” and the actual bettors who number in the tens of millions across Asia. The 

12). They conducted a series of “table talk” negotiations

local level the structures of “agents” and “super agents” are unchanged, there has been a 

gang or an ethnically “pure” member of a particular ethnic group. This North American 
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This fixing, linked to the ‘illegal’ Asian market, has a history dating back several 

‘Uncle Frankie’ 
 

fixers was at the 1991 Men’s under
However, a similar operation had been done ‘domestically’ in 1986 in Si
on the senior Canadian men’s team fixed a game against North Korea (McKeown, 1989).

Sepp Blatter. He began an interview with the author by saying, “Ahh yes,… you want to speak 
fixers. I have known about this problem for years.” 

Declan Hill
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agents who are being paid on ‘volume’ of business they bring rather than the rate of 

recompense is perhaps extraordinary to a reader. Player’s strikes during FIFA World Cups are 

Ghana actually had to charter a plane to bring in the player’s salaries otherwise they would 

Spain’s top professional football league 

Tennis that has been hit by a “tsunami of fixing” (Lewis et al., 2018) has a financial 

gambling market provides a ‘murky market’ that is willing to pay players/coaches/referees and 

It is difficult to truly know the gambling market as so much of it is ‘illegal’ and the 

 

(Scimia, 2018). For comparison’s sake, let the reader assume that this figure

4.3. Hill’s Law

The author proposes the following “law” to predict the level of corruption in a sports 

(The) Defendants … held positions of trust within FIFA and other national or 

whom FIFA’s member associations and confederations did business. Over many years, the 

significant direct and proximate harm to FIFA. The harm includes large financial losses … as 
well as damage to FIFA’s reputation, intellectual property, and business rel
damage done by the Defendants’ greed cannot be overstated … the loss amounts are believed 

“symptomatic of corruption or criminal activity” by its senior officials in another 

Declan Hill



—  345  —

 

agents who are being paid on ‘volume’ of business they bring rather than the rate of 

recompense is perhaps extraordinary to a reader. Player’s strikes during FIFA World Cups are 

Ghana actually had to charter a plane to bring in the player’s salaries otherwise they would 

Spain’s top professional football league 

Tennis that has been hit by a “tsunami of fixing” (Lewis et al., 2018) has a financial 

gambling market provides a ‘murky market’ that is willing to pay players/coaches/referees and 

It is difficult to truly know the gambling market as so much of it is ‘illegal’ and the 

 

(Scimia, 2018). For comparison’s sake, let the reader assume that this figure

4.3. Hill’s Law

The author proposes the following “law” to predict the level of corruption in a sports 

(The) Defendants … held positions of trust within FIFA and other national or 

whom FIFA’s member associations and confederations did business. Over many years, the 

significant direct and proximate harm to FIFA. The harm includes large financial losses … as 
well as damage to FIFA’s reputation, intellectual property, and business rel
damage done by the Defendants’ greed cannot be overstated … the loss amounts are believed 

“symptomatic of corruption or criminal activity” by its senior officials in another 

Capítulo 22. The asian sports gambling market



—  346  —

 

— —

 

contacting their Asian colleagues and saying, for example ‘We have fixed a game in the 
Champions League.’ The Asian fixers would place bets with bookmakers but had no idea of 
the value of the ‘fix and were losing money (Hill, 2014)

and ‘beards’ they placed money on the games that the Sapinas had fixed in the Asian gambling 

 

The problem was that the ‘local fixers’ 
Asians that certain games were ‘fixed’. The results had not turned out the way they intended 

came up with a ‘five star system’.
which would be worth a certain amount of money on the gambling market. Thus, a ‘one star’ 
game would be if the local fixers had only managed to bribe the referee. A ‘two star’ match 

a goalkeeper and a referee. A ‘five star’ game was if the

Declan Hill
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that lead to ‘Hill’s Law’ 

fixers and ‘illegal’ bookmakers 

“What the ***?” I asked

“Men get stupid around good looking, naked women.” he replied. “Its scientifically proven. 

 

few more of them stupid, we get a lot more money.”

‘Scorpion’.

–
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